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Theology 
Theology I – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th Grade 

The spiraling Theology curriculum at Barat Academy will encompass the same four core components in 

an increasingly sophisticated manner and in greater depth each year. The targeted theological 

disciplines are the Catholic faith, Scripture and Church writings, morality, ethics and social justice, and 

world religions.  The curriculum contributes to and furthers the realization of the primary didactic goal 

of the course: to foster every participant’s spiritually-fulfilling development of an earnest prayer life that 

is signified by a personal, active and meaningful relationship with God. Considerable class attention is 

devoted to the Old Testament, Church History and Barat’s evolving, rich identity as an expanding 

Catholic institution of learning founded in the educational tradition of the Society of the Sacred Heart. 

Opportunities for discussion and self-reflection are ample and encouraged throughout the year. 

Additionally, students learn that an appropriate and responsible sexual ethic leads to healthy, loving, 

and nurturing relationships. The curriculum continually emphasizes the strengthening of essential 

critical thinking skills and the attainment of increased confidence in understanding, articulating, 

defending, and evangelizing one’s faith. 

 

Theology II – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th Grade 

The spiraling Theology curriculum at Barat Academy will encompass the same four core components in 

an increasingly sophisticated manner and in greater depth each year. The targeted theological 

disciplines are the Catholic faith, Scripture and Church writings, morality, ethics and social justice, and 

world religions. Theology II will build on the theology curriculum from the previous year as well as 

enhance the students’ knowledge of Scripture, Church history, morality and ethics, world religions, and 

social justice. Students are expected to display knowledge of the Catholic principles and concepts 

covered in the freshman and sophomore theology courses. Theology II will challenge the students to 

engage the topics and texts critically while developing an awareness of the complexity of the world 

around them. This will allow them to reflect on their own spiritual journeys in which each student will 

learn to discuss, present, and write about issues regarding dignity and upholding the common good 

while experiencing an authentic Christian community.   

 

Theology III – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 

The spiraling Theology curriculum at Barat Academy will encompass the same four core components in 

an increasingly sophisticated manner and in greater depth each year. The targeted theological 

disciplines are the Catholic faith, Scripture and Church writings, morality, ethics and social justice, and 

world religions.  Theology III will build on the theology curriculum from the previous years as well as 

enhance the students’ knowledge of Scripture, Church history, morality and ethics, world religions, and 

social justice. Students are expected to display knowledge of the Catholic principles and concepts 

covered in the freshman and sophomore theology courses. Theology III will challenge the students to 

engage the topics and texts critically while developing an awareness of the complexity of the world 

around them. This will allow them to reflect on their own spiritual journeys in which each student will 

learn to discuss, present, and write about issues regarding dignity and upholding the common good 

while experiencing an authentic Christian community.   

 

Theology IV – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 12th Grade 
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The spiraling Theology curriculum at Barat Academy will encompass the same four core components in 

an increasingly sophisticated manner and in greater depth each year. The targeted theological 

disciplines are the Catholic faith, Scripture and Church writings, morality, ethics and social justice, and 

world religions.  Theology IV will build on the theology curriculum from the previous years as well as 

enhance the students’ knowledge of Scripture, Church history, morality and ethics, world religions, and 

social justice. Students are expected to display knowledge of the Catholic principles and concepts 

covered in the freshman, sophomore, and junior theology courses. Theology IV also incorporates 

components of the Peace Project (an extension of the Service Learning Program) such as reflection, 

finding Christ in the face of the poor, and articulating Catholic social teaching to benefit those in need. 

This course will challenge the students to engage the topics and texts critically while developing an 

awareness of the complexity of the world around them. This will allow them to reflect on their own 

spiritual journeys in which each student will learn to discuss, present, and write about issues regarding 

dignity and upholding the common good while experiencing an authentic Christian community. 

 

Mathematics  
Algebra I – 1 credit, 2 semesters 

This course introduces the concepts of constant(s) and variable(s). The student learns to evaluate and 

simplify algebraic expressions, to solve linear and quadratic equations, to translate word problems into 

algebraic equations, and to graph linear functions. Other topics include natural-number exponents, 

factorization of polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and systems of equations and inequalities. 

The student learns the why as well as the how of basic algebraic operations, and begins their 

mathematical journey both inside and outside the classroom. 

 

Geometry – 1 credit, 2 semesters 

The Geometry course fosters spatial and logical reasoning in the plane and space as it engages students 

in the study of concepts such as parallelism, perpendicularity, similarity, congruence, transformations, 

and the measurement of angles, segments, polygons, and circles.  Students develop skills in formulating 

proof, calculating surface area and volume of solids, working with coordinate geometry, and 

investigating basic trigonometric properties.   

 

Algebra II and Trigonometry – 1 credit, 2 semesters 

This course reviews and extends the topics introduced in Algebra I. Topics covered include: real and 

complex numbers, functions (linear, quadratic, and fractional), and systems of equations, inequalities, 

exponents, polynomials, right triangle trigonometry and iconic sections.  Each topic gl presented 

verbally, geometrically, numerically and algebraically using technology to enhance the learning 

experience. 

 

Pre-Calculus – 1 credit, 2 semesters 

The primary objectives of this course are to help students truly understand the concepts of algebra, 

trigonometry, and analytical geometry; to foreshadow the important ideas of calculus; and to show how 

algebra and trigonometry can be used to model real-life problems. Their understanding of these 

concepts will be shown by their ability to do manipulations within the framework of these concepts.  We 



Barat Academy Course Catalog 2019-20 

5 
 
Revised 2/19 

aim to give a balance between the algebraic, numerical, graphical, and verbal methods of representing 

problems.   

 

Advanced Placement Calculus – 1 credit, 2 semesters 

Pre-requisite:  Satisfactory completion of Pre-calculus 

Calculus is the mathematics of change. For instance, calculus is the mathematics of velocities, 

acceleration, tangent lines, slopes, area, arc lengths, curvatures, and a variety of other concepts that 

enable scientists, engineers, and economists to model real-life situations. This course will help the 

students develop an understanding of the concepts and applications of calculus. Students will work with 

functions numerically, graphically, and analytically, and will be required to justify or explain their results 

with words. The TI-84+ and Geometers Sketch Pad will be used to help solve problems, experiment, and 

interpret results. To ensure that students do not become dependent on calculators, some assessments 

will allow the use of a calculator and some will not. Students will learn how to model situations with 

functions, derivatives, and integrals, and learn how they are all interrelated.      

 

Science  
Environmental Biology – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th & 10th Grades 

By exploring the living world and the role of humans in it, this science course connects to themes of 

community and the Earth.  By looking at organisms from the level of the cell to the vastness of the 

biosphere, students will come to know how fragile and resilient the Earth's environment is while gaining 

a greater understanding of their ecological footprint. Students will apply the scientific inquiry process 

and a variety of hands-on activities to understand global ecosystems and investigate the complex inter-

relationships among humans, plants, animals, and habitats. They will gain an appreciation of how our 

actions affect all the living organisms around us. Through the scientific method, discovery and analysis, 

they will develop higher order thinking skills and make conclusions based on evidence. This course of 

study fosters students' growth as they acclimate to high school and become increasingly independent 

learners.  

 

Chemistry – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 

Chemistry introduces students to the study of our physical world at the atomic level through an active 

experimental approach. The classic essential topics of atomic structure, reactions and equations, 

chemical calculations and the mole, gas laws, periodicity, and acid-base chemistry are covered as well as 

recent topics related to chemistry’s role in protecting and sustaining the environment. Problem solving 

is a major component of chemistry as well as laboratory investigations, lectures, demonstrations, group 

activities, reading assignments, and web-based learning activities.  

 

Physics – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th, 12th Grades 

Physics studies mechanics (including motion, forces, energy, and momentum), wave behavior, and 

electrical phenomena. Study of these topics will be facilitated by performing many experiments, doing 

computer simulations, solving problems and discussing the implications of what is found. The process 

involves using logical, algebraic and trigonometric skills. Mastery of how to write a lab report and 

computer use for analysis of experiments will be essential skills taught. 
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Advanced Placement Physics 1– 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th, 12th Grades 

Pre-requisite: B average or better in Physics or in the current science and math courses; permission 

from the AP instructor, previous year math and science instructors and advisor. 

This course goes into more depth studying mechanics than the standard physics course. It will also 

introduce students to wave phenomena and simple electrical circuit behavior. The math level required 

includes trigonometry and related math concepts. This course will prepare the student for the AP 

Physics 1 exam, which is not the same as and replaces the AP Physics, Level B exam.  

 

Advanced Placement Biology – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th, 12th Grades 

Pre-requisite: B average or better in previous science classes and permission from the previous year 

subject instructor and the advisor 

AP Biology is equivalent to an introductory college biology course. It provides students with an 

opportunity to develop an enduring, conceptual understanding of biology and its supporting content.  

AP Biology will emphasize the four big ideas from the AP Biology Curriculum, which encompass the core 

scientific principles, theories and processes governing living organisms and biological systems. Core 

topics and themes will be supported by laboratory exercises that enable students to experience science 

as an investigative process of problem solving and discovery. Students will also develop advanced 

inquiry and reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying 

mathematical routines, and connecting concepts in and across domains. 

 

Criminology and Forensics – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

This course provides an introduction to the concepts of research and theory as related to the study of 

crime, deviance, and the criminal justice system, as well as exploring the field of forensic science, 

beginning with its history and evolution and continuing through the application of the latest 

technology.  Specifically, this course is a survey of the causes and effects of criminality (sociological, 

psychological, biological, etc.) and the means taken to cope with criminal behavior and examining the 

role of a forensic scientist and how physical evidence is used to investigate crimes. Emphasis is placed 

on the social context of crime, including examination of how different types of crimes relate to 

theory.  Finally, the course will look ahead into the future of criminal theory. While students will 

advance their knowledge and skills in the study of biology and chemistry, this course will also heavily 

develop skills in research, communication and critical thinking. 

 

English 
Medieval & Renaissance Literature and Composition – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th & 10th Grades 

Intended to integrate closely with the freshman social studies course, the English curriculum encourages 

students to recognize the value of organization, as well as process and standards in written and verbal 

communication.  The course also emphasizes critical reading for literary techniques.  Major works read 

and discussed in ninth grade include the epic poem Beowulf, the medieval poem Sir Gawain and the 

Green Knight, selections from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, The Lord 

of the Flies, a wide selection of poetry and short stories. 

 

United States Literature and Composition – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 
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Intended to parallel some elements of the United States history curriculum, this English course provides 

opportunities for students to investigate a range of fiction and non-fiction genres, written primarily by 

American authors.  This literary study will focus on the diverse elements of American culture and on 

authentic personal individualism, its development and impact in a community.  The multiple-draft 

composition work will require students to craft increasingly sophisticated writing assignments to analyze 

and respond to works of literature and will provide students the opportunity to revise their 

compositions using feedback from their peers and instructor.  Individual and group presentations and 

discussions help students hone their listening and speaking skills as well. 

 

Advanced  Placement Literature – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 

Pre-requisite: B average or above in previous English classes and permission from AP instructor, 

previous year’s English instructor, and advisor. 

The AP class curriculum reflects the level of academic rigor found in a college level, freshman course.  

This class is designed to help students develop skills in close reading, careful analysis of literature, and 

effective written and oral communication.  Intended to parallel some elements of the United States 

history curriculum, the AP course provides opportunities for students to investigate a range of fiction 

and non-fiction genres, written primarily by American authors.  Reading assignments will require 

students to respond to the texts through identification and evaluation of the authors’ use of literary and 

rhetorical techniques, through exploration of the historical and cultural values reflected in the literary 

pieces, and through consideration of authentic individualism and its development.  Group and individual 

presentations and discussions will provide students with the opportunity to hone their listening and 

speaking skills.  Students will write single and multiple-draft assignments, both timed and untimed.  The 

multiple-draft writing process provides the opportunity for students to revise their compositions using 

feedback from their peers and instructor.  Composition assignments will include formal literary analyses, 

research and argument-based essays, and some original work.  The course will also include preparation 

for the specific format and types of questions found on the AP English and Composition exam. 

 

Advanced  Seminar in Literature – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 12th Grade 

Intended to parallel the twelfth grade social studies course, this English course examines contemporary 

global issues through literature and composition.  The course calls for students to develop a deeper 

understanding of other contemporary cultures and their own connection to them.  The literature will 

focus mostly on social justice issues within America, Africa, Afghanistan, and China.  Students will 

explore and connect with these issues through non-fiction, fiction, their own writing, and seminar 

discussion.  Additionally, students will express themselves through creative writing and review grammar 

concepts to ensure successful college writing. 

 

Fine Arts 
Fundamentals of Fine Art – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th , 10th , 11th , 12th  Grades 

This basic visual arts course allows students to obtain the foundational knowledge and skills necessary 

for advancing in the visual arts.  This course is a prerequisite for all visual arts courses.  Students will 

understand and use the elements and principles of design in order to communicate ideas visually and 

aesthetically.  The elements explored will be line, value, color, texture, shape, and form.  The principals 
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of art explored include balance, emphasis, proportion, pattern, rhythm, and unity.  Hands-on projects 

involve history, cultural studies, planning, practice, production, and critique.  Throughout this year-long 

course, various medium will be employed.  Higher-order thinking skills will be applied in writing prompts 

such as artwork critiques and discussions about current events.  Small group work is also assigned to 

encourage cooperation and sharing of diverse talents.  A sketchbook assignment (independent study 

usually done at home) is given every quarter to promote creative thinking and development of drawing 

skill.  Technology is used in several assignments, from the Famous Artist presentation to the quarterly 

Masterpiece Mystery. This course requires an art supply fee, which will be included on the supply list. 

 

Drawing and Painting – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th, 12th Grades 

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals or instructor approval 

This class is broken up into drawing first semester and painting second semester.  In drawing, students 

will create realistic drawings by working from direct observation and imagination in a variety of different 

subject matters.  Media and techniques include pencil, markers, pen and ink, and charcoal.  In painting, 

students will learn the techniques and methods of painting using watercolor and acrylic paint.  Students 

will work in realistic and abstract styles of art.  Applying the elements and principles of art and the 

knowledge of color theory, students will communicate their ideas visually.  There is a writing component 

(a short essay in MLA style) required.  A student-centered presentation of the topic will be scheduled as 

part of the final exam. This course requires an art supply fee, which will be included on the supply list. 

 

Advanced Drawing and Painting – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th, 12th Grades 

Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting (grade of B+ or above) or instructor approval 

Students who demonstrate ability and interest are encouraged to hone their skills of perception, 

execution, and exhibition in this course.  The goal of this class is primarily two-fold:  (1) refinement of 

drawing, coloring, and painting techniques and (2) exercise of creative thinking and imagination through 

increasingly complex projects.  As several projects may be entered into competitions and shows, 

students will be challenged to step back from their work and develop a more well-defined aesthetic.  

Regular peer critiquing will be part of the course.  Students will be coached towards a deeper 

appreciation that art-making is a multi-step process aimed at communication of ideas and feelings which 

are appealing, interesting, moving, humorous, and so forth.  Students will learn to cut mats, mount 

artwork, and prepare various surfaces for painting. There is a writing component (a short art essay in 

MLA style) required in order to exercise higher-order thinking skills on an art topic.  A student-centered 

presentation of the researched art topic will follow the submission of the art essay.  Students will build a 

digital portfolio throughout the course. This course requires an art supply fee, which will be included on 

the supply list. 

 

Ceramics - 1 credit, 2 semesters - 12th Grade 

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals or instructor approval 

Basic clay techniques are presented.  Students will design, plan, construct, and glaze/finish each hand-
built project, which may include the following:  vase, bowl, box, chalice, tray, and bas-relief (hanging 
art).  Hand-construction includes pinching, coiling, slab-work, tile-glazing, and molding.  The final exam 
will be an Art History project (report and presentation), presented to the class.  This course requires an 
art supply fee, which will be included on the supply list. 
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Performing Arts 
Instrumental Music and Ensemble – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grades 

This course is a comprehensive music class that is primarily performance based.   A variety of literature 

from different cultures, styles and periods of music history will be studied and performed.   The students 

will also explore music as a listener, conductor, and composer.  Both individual and group performance 

techniques will be addressed.  Students enrolling in Instrumental Music Ensemble should have an 

intermediate level of experience on a musical instrument or gain instructor approval before selecting 

this course.   Instrumental music can be taken for credit each year. 

 

Speech and Performance – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th, 12th Grades 

This course will focus on the need for effective communication skills in a variety of areas within 
contemporary society. Students will develop research, organizational, and delivery skills for the 
preparation and presentation of speeches. They will broaden their ability to listen critically and analyze 
speeches in addition to articulating and practicing an ethical approach to communication. Students will 
also explore more creative forms of expression in the performance of individual and group 
dramatizations.  Students can expect to create and deliver speeches, perform dramatic scenes, 
participate in debates, and analyze and critique the presentations and performances of others. 

 

Social Studies 
Western Civilization – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th & 10th Grades 

This course covers the historical period from the Middle Ages through the early nineteenth century. This 

European history course incorporates the various disciplines of social studies, including geography, 

sociology, economics, and philosophy, and explores the implications of being an individual who is part of 

a larger community.  As the ninth grade is a year of transition both academically and cognitively, it is 

appropriate that the curriculum focuses on the increasingly complex decisions connected with 

membership in a family, a peer group, a socio-economic class and other social constructs. Throughout 

the year, the students have many opportunities to focus on a number of skills such as active reading and 

research, time management, collaboration, note taking, and organization. Writing skills will be built 

through the writing process as the students receive feedback from both the instructor and their peers.  

 

United States History – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 

The United States History course challenges students to define American culture in an ever-changing 

world.  Through research, discussion and textual analysis, students will dissect concepts such as the 

“American Dream” and “melting pot” while also looking chronologically at individuals, events, 

organizations, institutions and movements that have shaped our way of life.  The disciplines of 

geography, economics and government are incorporated into the study of American history. There will 

be several skills the students will gain while taking United States History.  First, students will learn how 

to recognize and understand scholarly resources. In addition to what makes a reliable resource, students 

will gain the skills needed to work in groups through several large-scale group research and presentation 

projects. There will also be several individual writing projects for which students will be responsible. 

These projects are designed to enable the students to successfully put all of the knowledge and skills 

learned throughout the course and apply them not only to American history, but throughout their 

academic careers.     
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Advanced Placement United States History – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th Grade 

Pre-requisite:  B average or better in previous Social Studies classes and permission from the AP 

instructor, previous year subject instructor and the advisor 

The Advanced Placement program in U.S. history is designed to provide students with the analytic skills 

and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in American history. 

This program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands 

upon them equivalent to those of introductory college courses. Students will learn to assess historical 

materials: their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance.  They 

will then learn to weigh the evidence and develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the 

basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay 

format. The first semester will begin with the Age of Discovery and end with the Civil War. The second 

semester will cover the period between the Civil War and the 1990's. Cultural diversity and gender 

issues are a constant theme throughout the year. Important African Americans, Native Americans, Asian 

Americans, Hispanic Americans and women are studied as well. At the conclusion of the course, the 

student will take the Advanced Placement exam in American History. 

 

Global Issues – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 12th Grade 

In Global Issues, students will focus on answering essential questions with regard to modern issues 

spanning across the globe. These issues have been identified within the UN Millennium Goals, and 

students are asked to grapple with the problems that have an impact on modern society.  

Understanding the impact of natural resources; the 10 stages of genocide and current ‘at-risk’ countries; 

how the regime changes will affect the global community; and the impact of US governmental 

interactions with other countries allow students to make informed, rather than “right” or “wrong,” 

decisions about their actions and the actions of others. Building on the skills that have previously been 

stressed in other history and English courses, students will be expected to be able to express these 

opinions in a variety of ways, mostly in a discussion setting, with the aim of aiding students in 

developing their speaking skills for the collegiate level. Students are also expected to complete a 15-

page research paper, based on the UN Millennium goal they were assigned through Senior SLAMs.  This 

paper is influenced by personal desires to make changes in the world, and the topics discussed in class 

assist students with developing a thesis and an ‘action plan’ to, essentially, find a solution to a global 

issue.  Ultimately, students will be expected to be able to connect relevant events occurring in the world 

around them to their personal lives, allowing them to become more educated members of society.   

 

Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics– 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th & 12th 

Grades 

Pre-requisite:  B average or better in previous Social Studies classes and permission from the previous 

year subject instructor and the advisor 

This course provides students with a study in how the United States Government was created and how 

it functions today.  AP US Government and Politics focuses on the interaction between the government 

and the people of the United States.  This course places particular emphasis on the study of the US 

Constitution, political parties & political behaviors, interest groups, mass media, institutions of national 

government, public policy and civil rights. 
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Accounting  and Finance – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th, 12th Grades 

Accounting  and Finance is an introductory financial accounting course.  Students investigate the field of 

accounting, including how it is impacted by industry standards as well as economic, financial, 

technological, international, social, legal, and ethical factors. Students reflect on this knowledge as they 

engage in the process of recording, classifying, summarizing, analyzing, and communicating accounting 

information. Students formulate and interpret financial  

information for use in management decision making. 

 

Physical Education  
Physical Education/Health – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th Grade 

Freshman Physical Education will focus on sport skill development, sportsmanship, knowledge of 

rules, health and wellness, the history of sport.  Stretching and cardiovascular fitness will be a part of 

every class. The course will also introduce the students to activities offered in physical education 

electives. In addition, students will be able to earn their First Aid and CPR certifications by successfully 

completing the American Red Cross approved course. 

 

Personal Fitness/Team Sports – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th, 12th Grades 

Pre-requisite: Satisfactory completion of 9th grade Physical Education 

The Personal Fitness/Team Sports course is designed for those students who want to actively participate 

in overall fitness as well as participating in competitive team sports.  Overall fitness would include 

increasing strength, cardiovascular endurance, and body composition.  Involved will be stretching, core-

training, nutrition, safety, strength training with and without weights, and cardiovascular 

training.  Emphasis will be on exercises that can be done without equipment and do not take more than 

20 minutes.  The second half of class will be students competitively engaging in sports popular on the 

American scene today.  The may include ultimate Frisbee, basketball, soccer, volleyball, flag football, 

handball, baseball, softball, and floor hockey.  Rules and safety issues for each sport will be covered 

during class as well as competing in the sports themselves.  Grades will be based on attendance, 

dressing out daily, and tests. 

 

Foreign Language 
Spanish I – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 9th Grade 

Spanish 1 is designed to familiarize the students with the basic pronunciation, sound, and writing of the 

Spanish language.  Emphasis in the beginning is on understanding and communicating unfamiliar 

vocabulary in context. Students immediately learn to greet and introduce people and to express 

personal preferences. The basic skills for speaking Spanish will develop through hearing, replicating 

models and frequent usage.  As they build on vocabulary, the focus will be to communicate as often as 

possible in Spanish.  The process will come together as they learn to express their thoughts in written 

form. Through the first year, students learn to describe physical and personality traits, tell time, dates, 

weather, seasons, likes and dislikes, clothes, food, extra-curricular activities, family and school in 

Spanish. By the end of Spanish I, students will have a good foundation of the language on which they will 

continue to build their skills. 
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Spanish II – 1 credit – 10th Grade 

Pre-requisite: Spanish 1 or the equivalent. 

Spanish 2 begins with a review of the material covered in Spanish 1. This serves as an opportunity to re-

acquaint the student with previous vocabulary and grammatical concepts before the addition of new 

material. The class is conducted primarily in Spanish, providing the student the opportunity to both ask 

simple questions and offer simple comments in the target language. This course provides the student an 

opportunity to learn to talk about family members and to expand their knowledge of verbs as they begin 

to use the past tense.  They continue to build on both written and verbal skills.  

 

Spanish III – 1 credit – 11th Grade 

Pre-requisite: Spanish 2 or the equivalent.  

Spanish 3 reviews and expands on the vocabulary and grammatical concepts previously presented in 

prior courses. There is an emphasis on oral expression, as the class is primarily conducted in Spanish, 

with time at the end of class for clarification. Students begin to use reflexive verbs and review speaking 

in the past tense while using vocabulary useful to their daily lives.  They are exposed to recordings of 

native speakers and cultural readings, and they practice their written skills.   

 

Spanish IV – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 11th, 12th Grades 

Pre-requisite: Spanish 3 or the equivalent.  

Spanish IV reviews and expands upon the grammatical concepts and vocabulary learned in previous Spanish 

classes. Proficiency is increased through the four skill areas of speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 

Oral and written competences are emphasized through dialogues, and oral and written presentations.  

Tapes of native speakers are used to develop listening and speaking skills, and literary and cultural readings 

form the basis for classroom discussion and written work. At the end of the course, students should be able 

to understand and communicate effectively with native speakers of Spanish in writing and speaking.  Classes 

are conducted in Spanish.  

 

Spanish V – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 12th Grade 

This is an advanced Spanish course in which proficiency is increased through the four skill areas of 

speaking, listening, writing, and reading. Conversation is stressed, and there is a strong emphasis on 

communicative competence. Spanish V brings together the vocabulary and grammar units from Spanish 

III and IV and promotes a more thorough and spontaneous use of the language. Through the use of 

impromptu skits, presentations and plays, it is the students’ responsibility to produce Spanish rather 

than the teacher. Different genres of the arts are studied, and newspaper articles, films, art works, 

music   and web sites allow students to explore Hispanic societies past and present. Classes are 

conducted in Spanish.  

 

 

Other 
BASCC (Barat Academy Student Coordinated Curriculum) – 1 credit, 2 semesters – 10th, 11th & 12th 

Grades 

Pre-requisite: permission from all teachers in coursework from previous year 
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Open to high-achieving sophomores, juniors and seniors, the BASCC program allows students to propose 

a course of study for which they, in conjunction with the BASCC coordinator and an expert in the field, 

design learning objectives, choose activities through which they will meet those objectives, and indicate 

how they will demonstrate mastery of those objectives publicly.  In keeping with Barat’s five goals, 

students in the BASCC program will include some element of service to the school or wider community 

in their coursework.  Initial learning contracts will be signed by the Director of Curriculum, the BASCC  

coordinator, an expert in the field, the student’s advisor, the student, and his/her parents, and the final 

demonstration(s) of mastery will be a public event.  Students will meet with the coordinator on a regular 

basis, and should expect to submit project deliverables about once per cycle.  Students may register for 

this course in one of their two elective course slots, in which case they’ll be scheduled into a study hall 

in order to complete their BASCC work, or, with approval of the Director of Studies and BASCC 

Coordinator, they may register for this course in addition to a full course load.  BASCC students will be 

responsible for any fees or supplies necessary to their study that are not available within the Barat 

community.    The topic and basic activities for a BASCC course of study should be approved by the 

Director of Curriculum by May of the previous year.  This will allow students to complete any necessary 

reading or activities over the summer months. Students are strongly encouraged to use BASCC as an 

opportunity to engage in for-credit online coursework at local universities.  

 

Intro to Online Learning (Dual Enrollment) – 1 credit, 2 semesters –11th & 12th Grades 

Pre-requisite: 3.0 minimum unweighted GPA; approval of parents, advisor, and principal (will involve 

tuition and book fees, and could involve placement tests)  

Each year, the number of students enrolled in online courses as part of their college coursework 

continues to climb. Corporate training and certifications are also being offered online more often as 

well.  It is quite likely that today’s high school students will take one or more courses online in their 

college or professional work. As Barat students prepare for future education and careers, experiencing 

online coursework can help them develop the necessary independent study habits while still having the 

support of high school teachers and advisors. This course offers them the chance to do that, but moreso, 

to earn college credit while doing it.  In partnership with universities, Barat is pleased to offer the 

opportunity to enroll in two dual credit courses of their choice (one each semester). Students will be 

given structured, supervised time to complete their online coursework with a teacher in the room to 

assist and monitor their progress. The coursework will appear on the transcript with the course titles of 

the two university courses. Students will also be able to request the transcript from the university for 

potential transfer credit in college. While students pursuing this opportunity will have to pay the 

university tuition, it is offered at a significantly reduced rate. Note that textbook fees may also apply.  

Courses are currently available from Grand Canyon University and St. Louis Community College 

 

 

https://www.gcu.edu/individual-courses/dual-enrollment
http://applications.stlcc.edu/ClassSchedule/Term_Courses.asp

